S U MM ARY A case of transient global amnesia of clear vascular aetiology is described. Results of neuropsychological testing carried out during the attack clarify the nature of the memory disorder and suggest that the critical region of ischaemia is the medial temporal area around the hippocampus. Follow-up testing suggests that no lasting memory impairment resulted.
The syndrome of transient global amnesia (TGA) has been increasingly documented in recent years but most reports rely on subjective description. Shuttleworth lesions were unable to learn the logical array due to associated disconnection from the frontal lobes, which play a significant role in the formation of strategies for efficient coding and storage of information and selective retrieval. The patient's acute awareness of his difficulties and lack of confabulation on free recall also indicate a lack of thalamic involvement. It appears that the medial temporal regions around the hippocampus were most affected by ischaemia in the posterior circulation.
The poor performance on the Mental Control subtest of the WMS, resulting from lack of concentration and slowness, may have been due to ischaemia affecting the brain stem reticular formation. His subsequent improvement on tests of general knowledge and verbal abstraction also suggests some generalised depression of cerebral function during the episode.
The following day, the patient had no recollection of the period of and shortly preceding the amnesic attack. 
